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Abstract

5
The ground net /ﬁ‘( is one of the major components of the DORIS system. Its deployment,
managed by @gFrance, started in 1986 at a sustained pace that allowed it to reach 32
stations upon the launch of the first DORIS-equipped satellite (SPOT-2). The first generation
of transmitting antennas, whose installation procedures were adapted to the decimetre
performance objective for the DORIS system, was followed by a new model allowing a more
accurate survey. During this second era of the deployment of an eve? denser network, the
antenna layouts gradually evolved towards a better quality, thus improving the longwterm
stability of the4eference point. A:%ﬁg positioning accuracy of the DORIS system went on
improving, it turned out to be necessary to review the antenna stability for the whole network.

o . o . Y .  Sv sannare berl
A somewhat subjective stability estimation, using criteria which are discussed, was followed

——
by a major renovation action which started in 2000 and is now almost completed. New
installation procedures, aimffyg at meeting much more stringent stability requirements, were
enforced and resulted in a definite improvement of the overall network quality, through the

renovation or installation of 43 stations in six years. Now that the renovation is almost



completed, a more analytical approach has been taken to assess the potential stability of all
DORIS occupations. Esgplon o Lo tef fee

Besides deploying the network, IGN is also in charge of its operational maintenance, an
intensive activity on account of a significant failure rate of the successive generations of
equipment. Nevertheless, thanks to its unique density and homogeneity, DORIS has always

maintained a very good coverage rate of the satellites orbits. <«

_

Through a large number of well-distributed co-locations with the ¥GS, SLR @I (/\M

networks, DORIS contributes significantly to the realisation of the @ig:?eference frame.

Moreover, with many stations located near, and accurately connected to tide gauges, it
participates in the monitoring of sea level changes. bt {eilonie P apolats

o

Although it has several advantages over similar ones, there is still room for improvement for

the DORIS network, towards even better orbit coverage and contribution to the IERS frame.
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1. INTRODUCTION : HISTORICAL BACKGROUND W

{9%es
The realisation of the DORIS system was decided jointly in the early gighties by the French space agency

(CNES: Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales), the French national mapping agency (IGN-F: Institut
Géographique National — France) and a research group in the field of space geodesy (GRGS: Groupe de
Recherche en Géodésie Spatiale). Because of its experience in the field of the installation of geodetic networks,
IGN has taken care of the deployment of the ground network and of the determination and publication of the
stations coordinates (Willis et al. 2005). For yzgﬁy years now, the geodetic department of IGN-F (SGN: Service

de Géodésie et Nivellement) has been negotiating agreements with host agencies, installing the equipment,

o M surveying the antennas, and keeping the DORIS stations in working condition. Since then, the DORIS system
e et

ol

has evolved into a larger international cooperation, leading to the recent establishment of the International
DORIS Service (IDS) (Tavernier et al. 2002; 2005).
Wﬂ sodtle

An essential requirement for the precise computation of the ‘orbits was to ensure an almost constant visibility of
at least one ground station by the on-board receiver. On the other hand, to be able to express the orbit in a
geocentric terrestrial reference system, the coordinates of a sufficient number of well-distributed stations had to
be available in the same system. To meet the orbit coverage requirement for the SPOT-2 satellite (832km
altitude), it was estimated that the network should be made of approximately 50 stations, as evenly distributed as

possible around the globe.

In this paper,we will )aé relatiﬁg the genesis of this unique netwofk, and its various evolutions over about 20
years. After a general description of the site selection and installation procedure, followed by a description of the
sites and points naming conventions, we will go in detail through the history of the network’s deployment and
evolution. For each of the three major eras of this evolution, we will describe the equipment used, focusing on
the various antenna layouts that may have a significant influence on the long term antenna stability, a growing
concern as the accuracy of the DORIS data analysis results have been improving over the Jgeérs. After listing the
additional stations installed following proposals made in the frame of the Lﬁee*ﬁ&&ona;gGHS-Smﬁee, we will
explain how the network is maintained and give a few statistics on the equipment maintenance. Then we will
review the current network status: after some general information about its configuration, the host agencies and
the information to users, we will present a detailed antenna stability evaluation approach. In chapfer 11 | we will
address all aspects related with the DORIS antennas surveying and coordinates determination: the definition of
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the reference points, the surveying procedures, and the determination of geocentric a priori coordinates. Co-
location with other IERS space geodesy techniques on one hand, and with tide gauges on the other hand, will
then be listed. We will finish off by presenting the planned evolutions of the network, after analyzing its

strengths and weaknesses and comparing it with other spacé’ geodesy technique networks.

2. THE STEPS OF A DORIS STATION INSTALLATION (47 {cesve-

2.1 Siteg selection criteria,
f s iteria,

The initial list of potential DORIS station locations mainly ensued from the need_%ocentric coordinates, the
best source of which would be a co-location of the DORIS antenna with the highest accuracy spacc: geodesy
techniques available at that time: Very Long Baseline Interferometry (VLBI) and Satellite Laser Ranging (SLR).
When none of these instruments were available, coordinates could be obtained through Doppler Transit or GPS
positioning, either already determined in the frame of international measurement campaigns or to be measured
by IGN at the same time as the DORIS equipment installation. This was notably the case at many islands
primarily selected in order to meet the density and homogeneous distribution criteria for the network, even

- o )
though no space geodegy measurements had ever been performed at these sites. -

The concern for co-locations between the DORIS stations and tide gauges appeared later, with the growing

interest for sea level }«i@ rglated studies.

2.2 Seclection of a host agencyg_l

After a site had been a priori selected, a host agency had to be found, who would agree to host the station and
take care of its maintenance, and where the following needs could be met :
»  The transmitting beacon and its backup power supply needed to be in a room with moderate temperature

and temperature gradient, with mains power supply available.
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*  The antenna had to be installed outside with a clearview above 10 degrees, on a structure that would allow
the use of the antenna supports — guyed tower or wall side mount — available at that time.

*  The host agency should agree to carry out some occasional mgintenance operations at IGN’s request. This
would include some minor verifications and adjustments, as well as sending out_of order equipment for
repair. M{VM}AA ij

» It was necessary to check that the frequencies transmitted by DORIS would not be likely to interfere with
existing receivers in the area. When this could not be avoided, the solution generally consists of a temporary
interruption of the DORIS transmissions, either manual or automatic. The receiving systems that are likely
to be affected by the DORIS signal are:

o P VLBI antennas: such interference can be avoided by having a physical signal obstruction between
both antennas. Nevertheless there is one case (Kauai) where both antennas are inter-visible and no
interference have been noted, so this issue deserves further investigation. As&! S )

o Upper air soundings carried out by most meteorological stations. Only some models of Vaisala{eceivers M
are likely to be affected, and such interference occur only if the DORIS antenna and the radiosonde

antenna are very close to each other (less than 30 m or s0).

o The 2 GHz antennas used by the Ariane tracking stations at Kourou, Ascension and Libreville.

In order to check that the prospective host agency would meet the above requirements, a questionnaire was sent
which generally resulted in yes/no answers to a few questions, and a variable amount of details about the site
layout. This has been progressively evolving throughout the network’s deployment, with a deeper and deeper
preliminary survey being conducted as the requirements for antenna stability became more stringent (see ‘li;a,pte(‘
7.2).

Then it was necessary to obtain the prospective host agency’s agreement to host and maintain the DORIS station,
which was in most cases materialised by a written agreement signed with IGN. Frequency clearance had also to
be granted, which was generally handled by the host agency through an application with the relevant national
radio communications authorities. This negotiation stage generally took several months, but some projects —
especially in the recent years, after all the “casy” ones had been achieved in the first years — took up to two or

three years ja'Suceceding.

A Cce .



2.3 Installation stage,

Once a host agency had been found and all the necessary authorizations granted, the installation was performed
by IGN, This stage included :

*  Dispatch and customs clearance of the equipment.

¢ Installation and starting up of the station.

»  Training of the staff who would take care of the maintenance.

»  Geodetic survey of the antenna’s reference point, resulting in the connection to another space.’geode:*"}fL

technique, or to the local geodetic network.

(

()
3. IDENTIFICATION OF THE DORIS SITE AND POINTS f Hlevaze

Each DORIS site (i.e. a location hosting a DORIS station, where several successive DORIS points may have
been present) is identified by its name. This name can be:
»  The name of the “space geodesy site” — especially in the early days of the network deployment — which in

P~
some cases was very larg€ (up to 30 \). For example, the so-called “Libreville” station is in fact located at
N’Koltang, 40 km away from Libreville. R
e The name of the city where the station is located, or the name of a nearby major city.

e The name of the island where the station is located.

In a few cases, the chosen site name turned out later not to be a very wise one. For example, “Galapagos” is the
name of an archipelago made ten or so islands, extending over 300 km. Therefore a more accurate name (Santa
Cruz, i.e. the name of the island) was chosen when a new station was installed in March 2005, in order to avoid
confusion with the first station installed at San Cristobal island, inaccurately named “Galapagos”.

s

Each DORIS point (i.e. each location of a DORIS antenna reference point) is identified by:

o
DOMES sumber (e.g. 102025003 for the current DORIS antenna at Reykjavik).

¢ A four ¢haracter ID or acronym, used in the data file names and built as follows:



o The first three characters are derived from the site name (e.g. La Réunion > REU, Cibinong - CIB,
Ponta Delgada - PDL, etc.).

o The last character idenfiﬁes the antenna model: A for an Alcatel antenna, B for a Starec antenna (see
_chaffers 5.1 and 6.1)

>

When an antenna is changed from Alcatel to Starec within a DQRIS site, the fourth character change — from A to
B — is sufficient to distinguish between the two DORIS points. If an antenna is moved withiﬁ a given DORIS site
without the antenna model being changed, the third character of the acronym is incremented by one letter
alphabetically to differentiate the new point. For example:

*  The very first station at‘Reykjavik, equipped with an Alcatel a_nté:nha, was “REYA”,

*  After the Alcatel antenna was replaced with a Starec on the sarﬁe tower, it was “REYB”,

e Then in 2004 the Starec antenna was moved and identified as “REZB”.

There have béen a few exceptions to these rules:

» KOK were the first three letters for the acronym of the station “Kauai”, from the name of the geodetic»site
and geographic entity “Koke’e Park”. Moreover, when the first DORIS antenna at this site (KOKA) was‘
replaced with a Starec antenna, it was named KOLB rather than KOKB in order to avoid confusion with the
similarly named IGS station.

' SPI derives from the initial site name “Spitzberg” (a 39000 km’ island) which was later changed to the more
accurate site name “Ny-Alesund”.

*  The acronym evolution at “Santiago” was SANA -> SAOB .9:SANB (instead of first SANB, then SAOB).

Other numbering systems are used internally b}; CNES, notably -for the programming of the on-board

instruments.

A summary of all DORIS antenna acronyms with start and end date for each occupation is provided in the

Electronic Supplementary Material of this paper (file “DORIS-occupations.pdf™).

((6!{9
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4. SUMMARY OF THE NETWORK"’S EVOLUTiON .
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The very 'first DORIS statfon was Tristan da Cunha %TRIA), which was installed by the Proudman
Oceandgraphic Laboratory in June 1986. Then installation followed installation at a sustained pace, with about
~
. F. L . .
10 new stations a year (figure 1) during the first two years, allowing the network to be operational when the first
DORIS-equipped receiver (SPOT-2) was launched. Figure 2 shows the distribution of the 32 stations that made
up the network on the official start of the DORIS system operation (end of January 1990), with visibility circles
corresponding to the 12° cut-off angle used at-that time in the CNES pre-processing of the data. Then the

deployment went on at a steady pace of about?/xre; stations per year until the end of 1992. This date also

marked approximately the end of the deployment of the first generation antennas, which will be dealt with in

gbaplfr.i
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As of 1993, the network deployment went on at a slower pace. The number of stations reached 49 — roughly the
initial objective of 50 stétions — by the end of 1993. A few new stations were added, and a few existing ones had

to be moved to new locations either following the closure of host agencies facilities, or to improve their co-

~

o

location with other* gsg:)dezy techniques: All these new stations were equipped with second generation antennas,
: y 4 ,

and a few with second generation beacons.

As of 2000, a general renovation was initiated, in order to improve the overall stability of the antennas reference

point. Many stations were completely renovated or moved to a new location. A few new stations were installed,

all meeting the new, more stringent requirements stability wise. The deployment of the third generation beacons

started in 2002.

S&/&&WMK/’Wh;M«

5. THE DEPLOYMENT OF THE EARLY NETWORK: THE ALCATEL ERA

5.1 Description of the e,qu’i.pment\

The first version of the equipment that made up a DORIS station consisted of :
*  The beacon, version 1.0, manufactured by CEIS, France. This element (Figﬁf& 3),.\weighing 24 kg and
designed to be integrated into a standard 19 inches 1jack, had to be installed inside a building with moderate

\ N -
temperature gradient. It could be programmed through an integrated man-machine interface consisting of a
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keyboard and a LCD screen. The beacon generates the DORiS signals: 401.25- MHz (6 W) and 2036.25
MHz (12 W).

* A box containing three 12V batteries, providing backup power to the beacon during power outages lasting
up to 72 hours. .

A dualwfrequen’cy eyd' omni-directional antenna (figufe 4), manufactured by Alcatel. This antenna was
bolted on an intetface (consisting of a square horizontal plate welded to a vertical tube), which could be
mounted on a variety of supports, in most cases a small lhattice tower.

X
* A weather station (ﬁg‘g‘;’l 4) measuring temperature, pressure and humidity. These parameters are

transmitted through the 400 MHz modulated signal and can be used to correct for atmospheric propagation

delays, — &<¢ /%-7 ;7

5.2 Alcatel antenna layouts

In order to be able to adapt to the various site layouts likely to be encountered, and for lack of detailed
information allowing to determine beforehand exactly where and how the antenna and beacon would be
installed, a standard set of antenna supporting devices was sent. This included several one-metre. lattice tower
sections, guy wires and a wall side mount for the antenna, and a/home-made small rack for the Béacon and
batteries. The IGN technician who carried out the installation had to manage to find suitable locations for both
the beacon and antenna, compatible with what was generally the most restrictive limitation of the DORIS
equipment set: the very short — 10 m — cable length between the beacon and the antenna, In order to meet the

. good visibility requirement despite this limitation, many antennas had to be installed on b ilding roofs or on top

of two or three metre high towers, ifa6t higher. \;(O redicie ¢ N
The most frequently used antenna support was a triangular, 17 cm sided, galvanised steel lattice tower made of
two or three one-metre sections, bolted together and set up on one of the following structures:
, ap>
* A concrete pad on the ground, already available (ﬁg‘u’z 5)

A concrete block specially built for the DORIS installation (figur} 6)

* A building’s top terrace. 7



At a few sites where the antenna was installed on a roof, a clear sky view allowed to use only one tower section.

Conversely, four sections had to be used at a couple of locations in order to avoid nearby signal obstructions.

When such layouts were used, the tower itself was mounted on a square base plate, which was bolted o the
" concrete support using four expansion bolts. This base plate had a small vertical tube in its centre, which
prevented to see the gfound mark if one had been set under the plate. In some cases the tube itself was usea as
the control mark instead. Such a control mark was destined to be used in the future to check the antenna stability
on one hand, and as a marker of the antenna location in case of movem(;,nt or accidental destruction of the

antenna on the other hand.

Other designs have been used more rarely:
»  Direct mount of the antenna interface on a roof, without using a tower (Figufe 8)
*  Propped steel pole (Flg% 9

*  Tower mounted on the side of a wall (Figye€ 10)

| , i 7
In a few of these cases, no ground mark was present. Hoor e Hir W (et

) {
Most towers were propped using stainless steel cable wires and turnbuckles, allowing a prétty strong and stable

fastening of the tower. Nevertheless at a few sites the cable wires were very long or somewhat loose or even
nonexistent, which would not guafantee a centimetre-level stability of the antenna. This was yet acceptable
considering the expected positioning accuracy of the DORIS syst'em at that time (10 cm). 9

By adjusting the tension of the stays, it was possible to centre the antenna base (i.e. reference point) above the
ground mark when present. Hc;wéver, none of the above antenna support desigiis allowed to precisely adjust the
antenna Vérticality, i.e. to guarantee that fhe electrical phase centres — and notably the 2 GHz one on which the
positioning measur‘ements‘are performed — are on the same vertical line as the antenna reference point. This
centimetre-level error could be ignored during t};e early years of the DORIS positioning, but it was taken into

account when Alcatel antennas were surveyed prior to removal, during the network’s renovation phase. It is now

\
far from being negligible taking pto account the recent geodetic results obtained by the DORIS system (Willis et

al. 2005). M\/ ? |
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6. THE NETWORK DENSIFICATION: THE STAREC ERA M &%

| g ,

A new antenna model has been used as-of mid-1992, instead of the original Alcatel design, whose deployment
ended in September 1992 with the installation of the two Australian stations at Canberra-Orroral and Yaragadee.
The number of stations in the netw_érk i;ept on increasing until the end of 1993, when it stabilised around 50
stations, before increasing again slightly at the end of theig()’s. Dprin‘g this period (1994 to 1999) several stations
were moved to new locafions, and a few had to be upgradéd either following beacons failures or démages caused
to antennas by Zggng storms. A ‘second’generation beacon was installed at a f,ew/ sites as olf late 1995 (first one at
I/(rasnoyarsk‘)/?l but was never deployed at a large scale: a maximum of 14 units have béen oberating

simultaneously in the network (in 2003). .

-

6.1 Déscription of the second generation equipment

The new antenna model (Fig&fe 11), manufactux;ed by Starec, France, offered several improvements with respect
to the original Alcatel model:

. Thanks to its slimmer de';ig'n, it catches the wind far less, being iherefore less prone to damage by storms,

¢ Its phase centre location is better defined (to within 1 mm, vs. 5 mm for the Alcatel antennas),

e Its slimmer and more rigid design allows a more precise survey and centring to be carried out.

From its very first deployments, this antenna model waé mounted ()p a triangular plate machined at IGN’s
mechanical workshop, linked to the underneath support by screws and nuis that allow a very fine adjustment of
the antenna verticality. Three different materials have been used for this tﬁangular plate: anodised aluminium,
marine aluminium, and stainless steel. Unfortunately no exact record of the material used at each DORIS station
was kept until the end of the 90’§, and we discovered after the event that corrosion had affected a few anodised

aluminium plates, and causing a significant antenna tilt.

The new beacon (Figyie 12), called “2.0 DORIS beacon”, manufactured by SOREP, France, had_the following
differences with respect to the original 1.0 beacon:

¢ Much lighter (8 kg) and compact, 7
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*  Waterproof casing allowing its deployment in more humid environments,

" External power supply (the internal one on the first generation beacons has been the cause of most failures),
in the form of a charger and two batteries in a dedicated waterproof box,

* Lower power consumption (30 W vs. 120 W for the 1.0 model) allowing to install it in l<;cations where
electrical power supply is limited,

o User interface only through an external computer. The beacon itself has no indication of its current

operating mode (transmission or standby).

The meteorological station associated with the second generation beacon had the same functionalities as the first

model, but it was more compact and lighter. ,ém/vsw*-’/ &Wﬁf/g Z

Another apparently minor evolution equipment-wise during this period — the length of the antenna cables
increasing from 10 to 15 m — had a significant influence in terms of antenna layout, as it allowed more freedom
in the selection of the antenna location. 20 m cables have even been used at a couple of locations but, because of
‘thjc higher signal attenuation' they cause, they use should be as limited as possible:

On the other hand, a modified version of the ﬁrstmgeneration beacon, called version 1.1, was developed. It
consisted of a 1.0 beacon without the failure-prone internal power supply unit, connected to the power supply
box of a second generation Beacon. Very few such units have been deployed but they allowed to keep several

~

stations operating at a time when the number of second generation beacons was not sufficient to replace the

«

aging first generation ones.

6.2 Starec antenna layouts

The antenna supports used during the 1993-1999 period were more or _]ess standardised: most Starec antennas
were installed, via the triangular plate, on a 2 metre high, 17 cm sided steel lattice tower, fastened with stainless
steel guy-wires and turnbuckles (Figy%e 13). The base of the tower was bolted directly into the concrete support
with three expansion or chemical anchors. A ground mark was always embedded in the cbncrete Suppon, and

would from then on be usable since the base square plate dealt with in Wr 5.2 was no longer used. Using

SCeé =
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both the antenna triangular supporting plate adjustment nuts, and the turnbuckles, the antenna’s verticality and

centring above the ground mark was carefully adjusted within one millimetre.

" The exceptions to this standard layout were:

The Alcatel antennas that had to be moved (e.g. following host agency premises closures) were gerierally
relocated exactly aé they initially were, using the same support. Several such relocations were carried out by
the host agency with no intervention by IGN-F. ‘

3 metre high tower (Cibinong/CIBB, Rio Grande/RIOB -(Figégé 14), Rapa/RAQB, Socotro/SODB,
La Réunion/REUB) or even higher (6 m at Syowa/SYOB) when imposed by nearby signal obstructions.

1 metre (or less) high tower: with guy-\;vires at Santa Maria/SAMB and KrasnoyarsMKRAB, no guy-wires
at Everest/EVEB, Ottawa/OTTB, Papeete/PAPB (later moved to PAQB), Libreville/LIBB and
Fairbanks/FAIB. The half-metre tower without guy-wires turned out to be very easy to install on top of a
building’s wall while offering_ a very good rigidity, and was therefore retained during the renovation of the
network dealt with in %

Direct installation of the antenna triéngular supporting plate on a concrete pillar, using three short threaded
rods embedded into \the concrete. This very stable design was first used in February 1997 at
Ascension/ASDB (f& .l 5), then at Amsterdam/AMSB, Syowa/SYPB and St John’s/STJB.

A very rigid 3 metre steel pole was used at Mount Stromlo/MSOB.

THE RENOVATION ERA

{4

The need for an improvement ef the DORIS antennas stability e_merged in the mid-90%, after the increasing

positioning accuracy of the. DORIS system allowed it to be accepted as a new technique for the realisation of the

@@ Terrestrial Reference System (Boucher.et al. 1994; 1996). When an existing station had to be moved, or

when a new one was installed, increasing attention was paid to install the antenna on a very. stable support

. (% -
(Fagard and Orsoni 1998). Such a policy has been applied until the end of the 90’s, with no on-site intervention

motivated only by the need for an antenna stability improvement during this period. Guy-wires were still used to

fasten antenna supporting towers, although they were installed with more care than in the early years of the

DORIS network (3 guy-wires at 120 degree spacing, identical lengths, stainless steel hardware).

13



At the end of 1999 a global renovation action, aiming at improving the stability of the antennas, was decided.
This renovation project was presented to the DORIS commﬁnity during the “DORIS days” in May 2000 (Fagard

and Orsoni 2000), and actually started with the renovation of the Djibouti station ,in July 2000.

(,
(=
7.1 Network preliminary review

In order to plan this renovation action, it was first necessary to review the situation at all DORIS sites, in order to

determine if a stability improvement was necessary, and how urgent it was. Such an evaluation took the

following parameters into account: l )

. T}{e type of antenna (Alcatel or Starec). Although no antenna can be considered more stable per se, the
Alcatel antenna has several characteristics — higher sensitivity to the wind, much heavier, less accurate
survey, no verticality adjustment — that allows to consider it as less stable a priori.

The kind of antenna support (metal tower with or without guy-wires, concrete pillar, other designs).

e The nature of the structure on which this support was installed (building, rock, concrete block, etc.).

e The date of the installation, as recent installations could reasonably be considered of better quality.

This resulted in a one to three star stability grade given to each antenna (Fagard and Orsoni 2000). This

. -1
evaluation was later refined for internal use by IGN-F, into four categories defined in éable 1.
These apparently objective evaluation criteria were modulated by a subjective feeling on the antenna support

overall quality. The resulting stability estimate for the wholé network is shown on Figyre 16.

It is important to note that the purpose of such an estimation was only to-allow us to properly manage the
network renovation and monitor its progress. The resulting estimate should neither be regarded as an indicator of
the quality of the stations computed coordinates and velocities, nor be used to classify them, since the actual
stability of an antenna can only be properly assessed by surveying it at different epochs with respect to a stable

reference mark. A more refined stability assessment will be presented in @p‘t@r 10.4.
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Moreover, this was a theoretical approach, and the actual behaviour of the antennas did in some cases differ

signiﬁcantly \from our expectations, for better or for worse:

*  Corrosion of the antenna triangular base plate (the anodised aluminium type) caused a several centimetre
antenna tilvt on a concrete pillar, for an “excellent”-rated antenna support (Fingfe 17: Amsterdam/AMS}B),

¢ The antenna centring turned out to be still within a few mm after more than ten years for several\ Alcatel

antennas installed during the very early years of the DORIS network, hence rated “poor”.

7.2 Quality requirements and monumentation designs

7.2.1  Requirements

In order to be compatible with the expected, and almost achieved accuracy of the DORIS positioning system at

the centimetre-level, the obje.ctive in terms of stability of the DORIS antenna reference point was defined as one

centimetré over ten years. Such a requirement had the following consequences on the design of the antenna
supports that would be used for all future installations and for stations renovations:

. Guy-w{res should no longer be uéed to- fasten a supporting tower and adjust the antenna centring. Although
such a design turned out to be very stable over many years, it is not 100% reliable, as accidental damage, or
progressive slackening of one stay would result on an antenna horizontal shift, either sudden or progressive,
that may go unnoticed locally for quite a while.

*  Only the antenna supports described below should be used.

7.2.2  Design 1: concrete pillar
‘,' :‘% *
The preferred antenna support is a concrete plllar (figdres 18 and 19), built according to “geodetic” speciﬁcation
who take into account-the nature of the ground. The pillar designs shown on ﬁ% 20, 21 and 22 have been
v v s
derived from those used by the Canadian Geodetic Survey Division (Gdeddtie~STrvey \DiviSion, 1993). A
triangular plate is set on three A4 stalnless steel rods embedded in the concrete pillar, and a series of nuts

allowing to adjust the antenna verticality. The triangular plate, machined by IGN-F mechanical workshop, is

made of either high quality stainless steel (AISI 316 L) or marine aluminium. Such a pillar should nevertheless
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be smaller than two metres in order to limit the antenna movements caused by the difference in thermal

expansion between both sides of the pillar.  {« /\4/ feFe ?’ %f' .7

7.2.3 . Design 2: self-supporting metal tower

"The se::ond preferred support is a very rigid lattice tower (self-supporting type, not réquiring guy-wires). Such a
tower is installed on a very stable concrete structure at ground level.. This concrete base is built according to the
same specifications as the concrete pillar described above. In a few cases, ex1stleg concrete structures were used
if they were in goed condition and their dimensions seemed to guarantee a good long term'stability.

[ Qs W 7
This tower design is used when suyrdunding signal obstructions (often caused by the very building that hosts the
DORIS beacon) requires that the antenna be higher on the ground than what a concrete pillar allows. It is also
used when a good quality concrete base is already available, allowing an easier and cheaper installation than
specially building a concrete pillar. 7
P a

Finding strong enough lattice towers, available in one-metre sectijg;{(that fit easily even in the small airplanes
that service some very remote DORIS locations) was not a e@s‘? quest. After trying a first model (installed at
Santiago/SANB and Easter Island/EASB) whose finish left 'to‘be desired; 32 cm sided, galvanised steel towers
manufactured by Leclerc SA, France, have been used at many DORIS stations and turned out to be satisfactory

( e\i3). This tower model has an additional advantage: it can also support the third generation meteorological

station after its standard installation set was slightly modified by IGN (W 24).
. Py

7.2.4  Design 3: antenna on a building

At a few DOR.IS stations, even putting the antenna on a two metre tower, set on a concrete block protruding 30
cm or so off the ground — which puts the lowest phase centre almost three metres above the ground — is not
sufficient to give enough clearance because of high nearby signal obstructions. In such cases, the only optioﬁ is
to put the antenna on a building, generaily the one where the indoor DORIS equipment is located. Such e layout

can give satisfactory results stability wise, provided the following precautions are taken:
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*  The location where the antenna support is installed should be carefully selected with respect to the structure
of the building, (fé‘mﬁe 55), in order to achieve as good as possible a long“;erm stability, Ideally, the antenna
support should be installed on top of a load-bearing pillar, or at the corner of two load-bearing walls. If such
a solution is not achievable, the best approaching one is sought (e.g. not putting the antenna on the centre of
a slab roof but rather near Jthe junction to the underneath load-bearing wall). If necessary, the construction
drawing of the building or advice from the builder can be used. |

»  The antenna support is as small as possible. Putting the antenna on top of a building allows to save a few
metres and hence to sometimes get rid of most signal obstructions, therefore the antenﬁa can be put on a
very short tower. Using only one section of a 32 cm sided tower (f> grTe 221‘); or a half-metre 17 cm sided one
(fig-;v/’g m26) ~ which has the additional advantage of fitting on narrow concrete beams — guarantees an
optimal rigidity of the support.

*  When possible, the tower should be bolted or embedded directly in the underneath load-bearing structure.

This requires special precautions when a waterproof coating covers the roof. whoct W‘%R‘? {9

7.3  The third generation beacons

A new generation of beacons wafS/introduced, and deployed as the renovation was progressing (Tavemnier et al.
2003). The first “standard” third generation beacon — i.e. apart from the master beacon at Toulouse — was
“installed at Tristan da Cunha‘in January 2002. Their development was stopped for a while as of February 2004

after a serial failure on the 2 GHz channel had been discovered, and resumed in July 2004 with retrofitted units.

A

Y

This new set of equipment (figafe 27) is composed of:

The beacon, version 3.0, manufactured by SMP, France. Its appearance is very similar to the first generation
one, with a bigger LCD screen and a more sophisticated man-machine interface. It should be installed inside

a building and fits in a standard 19 inches rack. The power consumption is approximately the same as the

a

>
first generation one (130 W). Contrary to the previous models, the signal is modulated on both channel. It
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also has a new “Restart” operating mode allowing its signal to be received even if the time is not properly
set, Qpplo— oot Hlis -

» A charger that supplies power to the beacon and ﬁmnitors the charge of the backup battery.

»  Three different configurations (30 Ah, 110 Ah and 220 Ah) for the 12V battery.

*  The weather station (Figg._v’e/ 24) is a Vaisala PTU200 unit.

*  The antenna (Starec model) is unchanged.

7.4 The progress of the renovation

.

As can be seen on figufe 28, there has been a steady and definite improvement of the network quality stability-

wise between 2000 and 2005. During this six year period the following evolutions have been taking place:

o 3] existing stations were renovated (at least 3 per year, and up to 10 in one year),
e 4 stations were added to the network,
» 8 new stations were installed as a replacement for existing ones which have been closed,

e 2 stations have been removed and not yet replaced (Arlit and Guam). (_/WLE/’

The renovation turned out to be much longer and complicated a process than we first expected. The more
stringent requirements for the antenna stability req{lired to gather a lot éf information about the site (pictures,
sketches, ébstruction diagrams if available). Even though a contact with the host agency had been established for
many years, sometimes long time to answer and the need to plan logistical aspecté in detail — especially when a
concrete monument had to be built — involved that the whole process could take well more than one year, and
require that well more than 100 e-mail messages be exchanged between IGN and the host agency. This is even
more true for the installation of a new site ex-nihilo, with a couple of projects extending over up to three years

‘before being eventually carried to a successful conclusion.

‘8. THE IDS NETWORK AUGMENTATIONS

v
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In the frame of the establishment of the IDS (Tave}nicr et al. 2005; submitte(i), various groups have made

proposals to host additional DORIS stations not included in the permanent DORIS network, with varied

scientific objectives and for varied durations.

.

The following experiments have been carried out to date (f;lga:fre 29).

An ice sheet monitoring experiment-was conducted by Geosciencef Australia on the Sorsdal glacier,
Antarctica, by operating a DORIS station for about three. months twice, during the austrai summers 22002-
2003 and 2003-2004. . k\j}g, | |
U

Following a proposal of the German %5(5 to operate DORIS stations at Wettzell (Germany) and within the
Transportable Integrated Geodetic Observatory (TIGO) located at Concepcién, Chile, a DORIS s'tatiion was
installed in May 2003 at Wettzell. It was removed in Janua'r;/ 2004 after producing little data, due to
interference to the VLBI on one hand, and an equipment failure on the other hand.
A DORIS station was installed on the Gavdoé island, Soﬁth of Crete, in September 2003, as part of an
altimeter calibration site (Pavlis et al. 2004), It has been inactive for an extended period of time because of a
beacon failure followed by a shortage of spz;re beacons, but a retrofitted third generation is on its way at the
time of writing and should be installed in February 2(;06.'
A station was installed at the Antarctic A_rgentinhe base “Belgrano II” in January 2004, following a joint
proposal by the IAA (Instituto Antartico Argentino) and the German AWI (Alfred Wegener Institute).
Because of a failure-of the second generation beacon shortly after its installation, bit has been providing little
data during the first year of operation, but it has worked very smoothly after a third ge,neration beacon was .

& e .
installed one—yeartater. Considering its excellent results and significant contribution to the network
coverage and robustness in the Antarctic region, the “DORIS Mission Group” — consisting of

representatives of CNES and IGN — decided in December 2005 to change its status from “IDS experiment”

to “Permanent DORIS station”.

9. fﬂ!%E NETWORK MAINTENANCE
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In addition to the deployment of the network, IGN-F has also been in charge of its maintenance, the operation of

which can be summiarised as follows (ﬁgﬁ 30):
§

* An anomaly is detected by the DORIS control centre, either in the form of a complete lack of
measurements, or of a wrong parameter (time set, frequency, meteorological parameters, power cut, etc.);

*  The DORIS control centre sends — for each anomaly detected — an intervention request to IGN’s
maintenance unit (SIMB: Service d’Installation et de Maintenance des Balises = beacons installation and
maintenance service);

»  IGN/SIMB contacts the host agency, asking it to carry out the necessary operation;

*  The host agency performs the requested operation, and reports to IGN/SIMB, which then reports back to the

DORIS control centre.

9% Maintenance statistics

Equipment reliability has been a major issue thronghout the life of the DORIS network. The proportion of
emitting beacons in the network averages to about 85 %, with lows at 80 % and highs reaching 95 %. Because of
very long repairing delays and frequent shortages of spare units, a few stations have remained déwn for several
months before they could be replaced. This rate nevertheless allows the global coverage rate — ratio of time
during which the on-board instrument receives a signal — to remain at a good level, thanks to the density and
homogeneity of the network. This coverage rate, whose maximum theoretical value is 93% for high altitude
satellites like TOPEX-Poseidon and Jason-1 (both at 1330/_km altitude), is still 80 % when 20 % of the stations

are down.

Each generation of beacons has had its own share of specific problems:

¢ The first generation beacons main source of problems was the internal power supply (70 % of the failures).
Other failures were due to the oscillator or to the synthesizer.

e An amphﬁer problem on the second generatlon beacons caused a few month 1nterrupt10n in their
deployment around 1996. Apart from this temporary anomaly, which was corrected af f 1997, this model

did not turn out to be more reliable than the first generation. In 2005)a new problem (power supply defect
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creating spurious in#fe signalg) was detected, which will require the replacement of the remaining units by
third generation bea.(:oris,
¢ Almost all third generation beacons installed between early 2003 and Apgust 2004 have béen affected by a
failure on the 2 GHz channel, which required these units to be retrofitted. After this‘ problerﬂ was solved, the
depléyment of this model has resumed, either on the occasion of a major site re’nov{ation or by simply
shipping a new model to the host agency who took care of its installation. From then on, the operating rate
* for this model has increased to 90 %. |

o = ¢

Because of the shipment waiting period, customs formalities and scarce(/seryiceito some remote DORIS

locations, the necessary time to have a spare beacon delivered on site can vary tremendously, from a couple of

- weeks to as fong as one year. %‘9%/ Con tTis fec GW )

From the start of the DORIS system operation, IGN’s maintenance unit has been handling about 150

intervention requests and 12 beacon exchanges a year on average.

The following types of opera_tioné are likely t;) be requesied to the host agency :

*  Time or frequency adjustment: 78 %,

*  Reset of the beacon after a failure (automatic for the tﬁird generation beacons): 4 %,
»  Checking through a self-test procedure: 8 %,

° Battery charging or replacement: 2 %,

*  Replacement of the weather sensors: 2 %,

»  Exchange of the beacon by a spare sent by IGN: 6 %. No on-site repairs are ¢arried out by the host agency.

On the other hand, planned interruptions of the emissions to avoid interference to other receiving systems occur
at the following sites:
*  Yellowknife and Syowa: during (infrequent) VLBI campaigns, Wii/‘

»  Ascension and Libreville: during the tracking of the Ariane rocket upon each launch from Kourou,

»  Mahe and Rapa: during the meteorological radiosoundings, once or twice a day.

oo des
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102% CURRENT NETWORK STATUS

10.1 The current network configuration

In February 2006, the distribution of the different equipment types in the permanent network (56 stations) is :

* 42 third generation beacons,
« 7 second generation beacons,
* 7 first generation beacons (including one 1.1 beacon at Socorro)
* 54 Starec antennas |
* 2 Alcatel antennas
codot
Three stations — Toulouse, Kourou and Hartebeesthoek — have a special status as they are equipped with “master
beacons” used for the programming of the on-boar%instrumehts.

el

10.2 The host agencies

The host agencies who kindly host and maintain the 56 stations that make up the DORIS network can be divided
into the following categories:

»  National survey agencies: 10 stations,

»  National space agencies: 12 stations,

. Scientiﬁc institutes (mainly dealing with Earth sciences): 19 stations,

s  Polar institutes: 8 stations, | W ?

. Metébrological stations: 6 stations, )

»  Other (a telecommunication station): 1 station.

There are in total 43 distinct host agencies (some of them host several DORIS stations at different locations),

representing 32 different nations. -
PR eSm tar !

e
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- 103 Information to users

67

For each DORIS station, a Fitelog is made available to the users in the form of a text file, on the IDS web site

(http://ids cls.fi/html/doris/sitelog.html). It contains the following information:
*  General site information, A

o Information about the successive antennas installed at the station

¢ Information about the successive beacons insta;lled at the station

»  List of available IERS co-locations (if any)

»  Tide gauge co-location (if any)

*  Local geodetic survey results

»  Description of the meteorological instruments ) :7
il Sy t2

¢  Contacts

Each major evolution of the DORIS network (e.g. new station, antenna change, station removal, etc.) is notified

to the DORIS community in the form of a DORISmail (Tavernier 2005).
10.4 The antenna stability evaluation

Now that the network renovation is almost completed, we have tried to assess more precisely the quality of the
antenna support at all DORIS sites, in the frame of the definition of criteria for site quality aiming at identifying

a set of core stations with accurate coordinates contributing to the ITRF (IDS 2004).

The best way to actually assess the antenna stability would be to carry out stability surveys on a regular basis.
Since this woul(i require human and financial means well beyond those allocated to tfle maintenance of the\
DORIS network, other approaches can be considered:

*  An analysis of the structure of the antenna support.

o The results of the antenna centring check when available.

* A stability study based on the statistical analysis of several years of DORIS weekly station coordinates (Le

Bail submitted).
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The first approach will be described here in detailf. It has consisted in assessing all elements in the antenna
support (i.e., from top to bottom, all items between the antenna and the ground) that may contribute to some
extent to the antenna instability. The more elements between the antenna and thé ground, the higher the risk of
experiencing an antenna reference point and/or phase centre displacement in the long term. Each potential source
6f instability contributes (with an appropriate weighing factor) to the "instability degree"” = ID.

The higher ID, the less presumably stable the antenna. With the marking system and weights that were chosen,
ID ranges between 7 ’(best) and 44 (worst) for all former or current DORIS antennas.

The detailed result of this analysis is presented in the form of an Excel spreadsheet (file “Stability-

assessment.xIs”), in the Electronic Supplementary Material (ESM) of this paper.

~
Figure 31 shows the result of such an assessment, for the same network as on Me 16, but using this more
detailed and less subjective approach, over the one explained in chapter 7.1.
To explain how this evaluation was carried out, we will go from top to bottom through the different elements

which make up an antenna support. The different values for a given criterion can be seen in the pop-up

comments fields of the ESM spreadsheet file. ‘ /

A. Antenna and supporting plate:

» Antenna: none of both antenna types is more stable than the other one. But because the Starec antenna is

easier to survey and has better defined phase centres, it is considered better.

*  supporting plate: here we assess the plate's material, which is likely or not to corrode and cause an antenna
drift (which already happened at several sites). ' )

»  Plate assembly: plate assembly that meet the installation specification ensures that the antenna is rigidly
fastened to the tower, and that the antenna's verticality can be precisely adjusted. This is the case at almost

all sites but a couple, which were given two "instability points" instead of one on this criterion.
B. Primary support: this is the element below the antenna supporting plate and the assembly device. It can be

either a concrete pillar, or a metal tower.

B.1. Concrete pillar or metal pipe:

24
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B.2.

Construction type: marks the way the pillar was constructed (according to IGN’s specifications dealt with in
chapter 7.2, or not).

Grpun_d hardness: bedrock, hard soil or soft soil.

Height: because even a concrete pillar can be bent by temperature differences between the sunny side and

the shady one, and this deformation is in proportion to it height, a concrete pillar should not be too high.

Metal tower: we have been using two main tower types in the network: Normand, and Leclerc.

Tower model: “Leclerc” (32 cm sided, self—sﬁpporting) is better than “Normand” (17 cm sided, needs to be
guyed if height is more than oné metre), |

Height (Leclerc tower): although this kind of tower is very riéid, the smaller the better...

Height (Normandrtower): weight=3 for this criterion because the am(funt of an antenna move (if a guy-wire
breaks or becomes loose, which cannot be completely- ruled out and actually already happened) increases
very much with height.

No guy-wire (Normand tower): the lack of guying will have between "no influence” (for a hélf«metre
section) and "a lot of influence" for a very high tower.

Guying quality (Normand tower): gbod guy-wires have turned out to be very efficient in maintaining a mm-
level over several years at some sites. Moreover, a bad quality guying will have of coﬁrse a different

influence on antenna stability, depending on the tower's height,

C. Secondary support: this is the element below the primary support. It can be either a concrete block in the

ground, or a building. If the primary support is a concrete pillar or a metal pipe anchored into the ground, there is

no secondary support.

C1,

C.2.

Concrete block or pad on the ground: same criteria as the concrete pillar.

Building:

General structure: here we have markéd how stable the building should be, according to the kind of
structure and materials used.

Primary support location with respect to the most stable parts of the building.

Height of tower base above ground: stability-wise, the lower the building the~ better. Nevertheless as the /
influence of this parameter is difficult to evaluate (presumably less ‘im‘portant than, énd highly dependant on

the building’s structure and the location of the antenna), it was assigned a very small weight.

AN
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D. Whole site / geological stability: little can be done as far as this criterion is concerned, other than choosing
another site. For lack of detailed information, this was set to 2 for most stations, and the weight was set to 1, so

that it would have little influence anyway on the result of the assessment.

Figure 32 shows the antennas stability degree at the time of writing, when the renovation of the network is
almost completed. If the activity projects for 2006 can be carried to a successful end, the biggest circles on this

map should have significantly shrunk by the end of the year.

The second approach used in assessing the antenna stability consisted in measuring its eccentricity with respect

to the reference ground mark below the antenna, when one was present, oﬁ the ;)ccasion of aﬁ antenna upgrade or

move. This was done at 32 out of the 102 antenna pqsitions, The resulting antenna eccentricities are distributed

as follows:

* Omm (perfect centring) for 6 antennas (including several guyed towers, installed nearv the end of the “Starec
era” dealt with in chapter 6.2,

»  Up to 1 cm (more likely resulting from an imperfect centring at the time of the installation, rather than ffom
an antenna fnovement) for 12 antémas,

* 1toabout 3 cm for 9 antennas, where a shift is likely to have occurred, due to poor'quality guying,

¢ Two Alcatel antennas had eccentricities between 4 and 6 cm,

*  The following Starec antennas were affected by corrosi;)n of t?ﬁeir base plate causing a several cm shift of
the 2 GHz phase centre: Amstér_dam / AMSB é@ 7, Chathém / CHAB (not mentioned in the ESM file

because the acronym was not changed after the tilt was corrected), and St Helena / HELB (before it was

corrected in July 2002.

No correlation can be seen between the antenna stability index on one harid, and the actually measured antenna
eccentricity at these sites. Moreover, it should be noted that such a centring check only allows to surve\y the
stabiiity of the antenna reference point with respect to the mark at the base of the antenna. It doesn’t allow to
detect a movement of the secondary support of the antenna (tower base or building), who can only be monitored

through a footprint survey.
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The third approach dealt with in (Le Bail submitted) assesses the actual antenna _instability with respect to a
global geocentric frame through a noise analysis in the time series, hence taking the effects from all instability

sources into account.

11. DORIS: A SPACE GEODESY TECHNIQUE

11.1 Definition of the antennas reference point

MHF

The antenna reference point for all geodetic surveys and published antenna coordinates is defined as follows

(ﬁg%l‘:g 33)

«  Alcatel antenna: intersection of the antenna axis, and the plane containing the top of the small edge at the
base of the antenna,
+  Starec antenna: intersection of the antenna axis, and the plane containing the red ring on the antenna body.

/%{f/w« Lkt phare cart~< 7

This point is also the 400 MHz phase centre. ;2o e
% A

11.2 Surveying a DORIS antenna

Initially, all Alcatel anteninas were surveyed when they were installed, using conventional surveying techniques,

by intersecging the antenna from several surrounding points. The sightings were done to the left and right side of

the antenna base, in order to determine the reference point position. No attention was paid to a possible antenna

tilt, which could anyway not be adjusted with the interface between the antenna and its supporting tower. The

height of the antenna with respect to the ground mark (if any) was measured with a tape, but because of the

layout of the antenna base and interface, a one mm level accuracy could generally not be achieved in doing so. At >
Starec antenna have also been surveyed by conventional geodetic survey methods for a few years, but as of 1997

a special interface designed and machined by IGN-F has been used to force-centre a GPS antenna on the same

triangular plate that supﬁ‘orts the Starec antenna (Figyf 34). This allows a direct and very accurate GPS

connection between another geodetic point on one hand,i and the Starec antenna base on the other hand. The
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connection of the reference point was derived from the antenna verticality adjustment and the measurement of its

height above the antenna base.

Over the last few years, the most common survey process has been to measure a direct connection between the
Starec antenna and an existing permanent GPS station, in most cases part of the IDS network (Moore and Neilank
2005). When possible, a spirit levelling connection between the DORIS and the GPS antennas is also measured

in order to guarantee a more accurate determination of the vertical component.

Y-~
_ €

As of 2000, a forced-centring interface (figure 35) — built from a recycled Alcatel antenna base — was also used
to survey the Alcatel antennas upon their removal, thus allowing a direct GPS determination of the Alcatel

reference point.

7

11.3 Determination of a priori coordinates p (/\é Lo

o
Prior to the launch of the first DORIS instidment on board SPOT-2, IGN published an initial set of coordinétes
for the DORIS network, labelled JCODO. These coordinates were expressed ei:ther in the BTS87 realisation of
the BTS system (BTS: BIH Terrestrial System, the predecessor of the ITRS) or in the early realisations of the
ITRF: ITRF88 or ITRF89. The reference epoch was 1984.0. This set of coordinates was later complemented as
new stations were deployed after the start of the DORIS system’s operation, in the form of updates of the initial

A

set, labelled JCODO.n. N/;

Such geocentric coordinates could be obtained in different ways (Boucher and Fagard 1991)élfrom the geodetic

tie between the DORIS ’antenna and another geodetic point in the vicinity:

e If the DORIS antenna was tied to a VLBI antenna or SLR telescope, which were generally already part of
the BTS87 or ITRFnn solution, the accuracy of the resulting coordinates was better than 10 cm.

 If the DORIS antenna was tied to a Doppler ra{néﬁt point, either already determined or observed
simﬁitaneously to the DORIS installation, the resulting coordinates had to be transformed from the

ephemeris system:(such as NSWC-9Z2, NWL-9D or WGS84) into BTS87 using a seven*parameter
N IA'

transformation (BIH 1988). The resulting coordinates accuracy was around one metre if precise
N
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. ephemerides had been used in the computation of the Transit point, vs. 2 to 10 metres with broadcast

ephemerides.

In a few cases, the DORIS antenna could only be connected to the local geodetic network, and the
coordinates expressed in the national datum were transformed to BTS87 using available transformation
parameters, notably those determined by the Defense Mapping Agency. Depending on the accuracy of the

transformation used, the resulting accuracy for the coordinates was between 2 and 10 metres.

After the DORIS system had begun operating, a series of coordinates sets labelled JCODn were successively

published by IGN (Willis et al. 2005). Each of these coordinates sets resulted from the combination of solutions

obtained by different groups from the analysis of DORIS data. As of 1994, DORIS was accepted as a new

N

technique for the realisation of the IERS terrestrial reference frame, which allowed coordinates for the DORIS -

antennas to be published in the ITRF 94 (Boucher et al. 1996), ITRF97 (Boucher et al. 1999), and later

ITRF2000 (Altamimi et al. 2002) solutions.

Nevertheless, as new stations were deployed, or antennas moved, there has been a constant need for a priori

coordinates for these new DORIS points. Such coordinates, which are made available to the DORIS users

community in the DORISmail that announces the station installation or moving, are determined — following a

geodetic survey during the installation of the new antenna — in one of the following manners:

If one or several IERS techniques (in addition to, or other than DORIS) are available nearby, the antenna is

connected to at least one of these techniques (generally a pennaﬂént GPS), and all observations are adjusted

- with one IERS point held fixed to its ITRF2000 coordinates. LMW ot oA ‘LN‘F )

If only a former DORIS antenna is available, it is used as the fiducial point and the new antenna coordinates
result from the connection between the new and old antennas.

If no IERS point is available nearby, GPS measurements are performed on the new antenna location, and
geocentric coordinates-are derived by proces‘sing very long baselilaes between the unknown point and

several surrounding IGS stations, using the Bernese ?oﬁware (Hugentobler et al. 2001).

11.4 Co-locations with other IERS techniques
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Having as many co-locations as possible with other space geodeﬁ)/ techniques has always been a major objective

throughout the deployment and evolution of the DORIS network. We also had this -objective in mind when
planning the renovation of the network carried out between 2000 and 2006, which led to the following
evolutions:’

*  Purple Mountain (no co-location) repla{ced with Jiufeng (ﬁrsf and onlty DORIS-SLR co-location in Asia),

. Célombo (no co-location) replaced with Male (IGS + tide gauge 'co-loc,\ation),

¢ Richmond (former VL‘BI co-location, no longer active) replaced with Miami (IGS -+ tide gauge co-location),

*  Galapagos (no co-location) replaced with Santa Cruz (IGS + tide gauge co-location),

¢ Goldstone (former SLR co-location, no longer active) replaced with Monument Peak (active SLR + 1GS co-

location). ’ ;‘,1,,; (,Q%M

At present, there are co-locations betweenrDORIS antennas and other active IERS techniques at 38 out of 56
permanent DORIS stations. These co-locations are distributed as follows («tjgufe 36):

s GPS (part of the IGS network) at 37 DORIS sites, | &:7 :

*  SLRat 9 DORIS sites, —

¢ VLBI at 7 DORIS sites.

Among these, some are 3 technique co-location sites:
«  GPS + SLR at 8 DORIS sites,

* GPS+ VLBI at 7 DORIS sites

The four techniques’ contributing to the realisation of the ITRF are available at two sites: Greenbelt and

Hartebeesthoek. (,;1&0/’

In this inventory 4and on the map (ﬁg’%?? 36), only the co-locations for which the inter-technique distance is less

than 10 km, and the survey results are available, were taken into account.

A more complete inventory, that includes former DORIS stations and formerly operating other techniques, is

available in the ESM of this paper (file “DORIS-co-locations.pdf). ~
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11.5 Internal DORIS co-locations

-

Cohars

Following the evolutions of the network dealt with in gbap(ers 6 and 7, there has ‘been more than one antenna
N ,
location at most DORIS stations (see ,ﬁg‘%fg 37 and the “DORIS-occupations.pdf” file in the ESM). In order to

ensure both the continuity of the time series, and an opiimal contribution of DORIS to the IERS, it is essential

that all successive antenna locations be accurately tied together t_hro{lgh a geodetic survey. This has been done

"for most sites where the distance between two successive antenna locations are less than 10 km.

11.6 Co-locations with tide gauges

Like other spacg geodex? techniques, DORIS can be used to provide an absolute geodetic reference for tide

g{iuges. As of the mid-90’s, with-the growing interest for the monitoring of the sea level, a geodetic connection

was measured between the DORIS antennas and a nearby tide‘gaqge if available. Moreover, the possibility to

add more such co-locations was taking into account when planning the evolptions of the network. This concern
had some consequences on the design of the current network:

*  The Mahe and Crozet st;cltion installations were motivated by the possible co—focation with a tide gauge,
whereas adding a new station in such well-equipped regions was not absolutely necessary, as far as the
network density was concerned.

. T'he‘v replacement of Colombo by Male, and that of Galapagos by VSanfca Cruz, was partly motivated by the
possible co-location with a tide gauge.

¢ The location of the Sal station, which was a replacement for Dakar following the closure of the host agency
at that site, was selected so that the DORIS étation would be on the same island — out of 10 or so forming
the Cape Verde Republic — as the tide gauge.

«  Additional stations were suggested at Bermuda and Fernando de Noronha in the Atlantic Ocean, Pohnpei
and Midway in the Pacific Ocean, but eventually abandoned after several years of fruitless attempts to bring
these projects to a successful conclusiot;.

*  The current projects for new stations in the Pacific Ocean (Tarawa, Kiritimati, and Adak) are all tide gauge

equipped sites.
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Moreover, measuring a few missing DORIS - tide gauge ties on the occasion of the network renovation allowed

~ to progressively increase the number of such co-locations (i}gﬁe 38) up to 19 available ties.
: 4

-

12. PLANNED EVOLUTIONS

12.1 Strengths and weaknesses of the DORIS network

Compared to other space geodesy netwdrks, the DORIS network has the following unique advantages:

It is much more homogeneous. Whereas the IGS network (Moore and Neilan 2005) has many more stations
(about 300), it has a very heterogeneous distribution, with very dense areas over Europe aﬁd the USA, and
large gaps over the Pacific Ocean, Southern Indian Ocean, and Africa (North of the Equator). The SLR
network ('Pearlmanu 2002) and VLBI network (Schliiter et al. 2002) are neither equally_ distributed.

It has practically the right number of stations to meet its primary objectives: The PRARE network
(Massmann et al. 1997), which \initially aimed at achieving the same objectives at DORIS, has 10 stations
operating, out of an initially planned network made of 30 or so stations.

It makes the IERS network denser where needed, by a(iding points in regions where no other techniques are
present. 5

Unlike other IERS techniques, it is perfectly divided into the No’rtherﬁ and Southern hemispheres: there are

E{_%nany stations in both hemispheres, and out of 38 co-located sites, 18 are located in the Southern
X '

hemisphere. . .
Its ceniralised management by IGN has allowed to carry out a major renovation effort, leading to an almost
standardised equipment layout. All equipment changes are tracked by one group (the DORIS maintenance

unit), which allows to detect serial problems and take the necessary corrective actions.

Although they are quite satisfying, the current network density, homogeneity and robustness — i.e. the network’s

ability to ensure a continuous tracking of the satellites orbits when a given station is down — could still be

‘improved. The map on figdfe 39, on which the visibility circles of the stations were drawn for the lowest

\

DORIS-equipped satellites (832 km altitude) and for a cut-off elevation angle of 12°, shows a few weak areas:

32

veltad preciicnt of- Ak ] ep - GAF

<7
b~ -




» A large gap in the Southern Pacific Ocean, which will remain impossible to fill for lack of islands in this
" area. "LWW o fettecs! 4*"0“7 7 |

*  Another gap in the Eastern tropical part of the Northern Pacific Ocean, which has always existed, v;las made
worse by the removal of the Guam station. A replacement site at Tarawa, Republic of Kiribati, is under way
but not yet in;talléd.

»  Although the Kauai station has a central location in the Northern Paciﬁ‘c Ocean that allows a good quality
coverage, the network’s robustness is not sufficient in this area since a failure of this station means that a
significant part of the/orbit is not tracked any more. Additional stations, one North and oné South of Kauai
would be highly desirable, but IGN’s efforts over several years'to bring these difficult projects to a
successful end have remained fruitless )54 Sakhalinsk is also in somewhat an isolated situation and would
be well off being backed up by an additional station South of Japan.

*»  Less striking but nevertheless improvable robustness wise, the removal of Arlit left a less densely covered
area over North Africa, where a failure of Libreville leads to a gap of the orbits coverage for the lowest
satellites. The planned installation of a station at Tamanrasset (Algeria) would significantly improve the
ro't;ustness while adding one more GPS (and maybe SLR) co-location. \

As far as the co-locations with other techniques are concerned, DORIS-IGS co-locations are in sufficient

number. Nevertheless, adding a few more would do no harm and could be achieved without any modification of

the DORIS network, l;y simply including existing permanent GPS stations in the IGS network (e.g. Rothera, Port

Moresby, Futuna). But more DORIS-SLR, and still more DORIS-VLBI should definitely be added, as stated in

one of the recommendations of the IDS plenary meeting in May ;2004 (IDS 2004). Putting a DORIS station near -

a VLBI 'antenna is likely to cause some interference to the VLBI as experienced at a few sites, but this is not

systematic and this issue deserves to be investigated. As regards the DORIS-SLR co-locations, ;;gg—f?‘g 36 shows

that there is a huge area between Metséhovi, Hartebeesthoek and Jiufeng where no such co-location is present. (G'L(.M

This gap could be filled by ir}stalling' a DORIS station, and accurately tying it to the SLR station at Riyad, Saudi

Arabia, which gives excellent results.

Lél/stly, it should be noted that a sometimes insufficient tracking of the DORIS on-board ir/lstruments, was seldom

due to the network design and management, although some host agencies closures have been causing long data

gaps until a replacement solution was implemented. The main reason for DORIS data loss has essentially been
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the significant failure rate of the ground equipment. Despite evolutions of the transmitting beacons, many
equipment failures, added to long repair times, have been causing several month data interruption at many sites,
and shorter but repeated ones at other places. Nevertheless, the recent massive deployment of retrofitted third

generation beacons lets us feel the first stirrings of hope for an operation ratio nearing 100 %.

12.2 Evolution plans and proposals

The DORIS stations at Dionysos, Kourou, Toulouse, Socorro and Krasnoyarsk still have to be renovated, and
this should hopefully happen in 2006. The last two remaining Alcatel antennas in the network — Dionysos and

Toulouse — will then have been replaced with Starec ones. , Coder

A new station should be installed at Rikitea (Polynesia), which will eventually replace the one at Rapa.
Moreover, new stations are in project at Tarawa and Kiritimati (Republic of Kiribati), Adak (Aleutian Islands),

Tamanrasset (Algeria) and Riyad (Saudi Arabia). Figure 40 shows the location of these planned new stations.

s

Equipment wise, the deployment of the third generation beacons will continue, until all stations are equipped

with this kind of beacons, except a few ones where power supply issues impose the use Vof less consuming

second generation ones. Per 07 «f;72’\ M /n j 2 ef s 75 '?

More IDS experiments will be started when a sufficient number of beacons are available, after proper selection

by the IDS Stations Selection Group.

13. CONCLUSION

The quality, density and homogeneity of the DORIS network have been continuously improving throughout its
20 year evolution. With 56 stations equally distributed around the globe, it guarantees an excellent orbit
coverage for the DORIS-equipped satellites (usually more than 85 % for the altimetry satellites), thus playing a

key role in the success of the DORIS systerh. Such a density makes the DORIS network an essential contributor
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to the realisation of the terresjrial-reference system on one hand, both by making the IERS network denser and
through the co-locations -available at 2 DORIS statiims out of 3, and to the sea level monitoring on the other
hand, through co-locations with tide gauges available at one third of the stations. Thanks to the general
renovation process tﬁat wés carried out over six years on the network, almost all antenna supports should
guarantee from now on an excellent long-termL stability of the anténna reférence point. Moreover, the massive

deployment of third generation beacons gives us hope of a near 100 % operating rate.

Managing the DORIS network has been a very long-term tf;lsk for TGN, requiring a lot of patience to bring
projects to a successful end. We sometimes had to cast doubt over formerly adopted procedures= in order to adapt
to the improvements of the DORIS system results in all its scientific application fields, by deﬁr;ing ever more
stringent quality requirements. By agreeing to criticize ourselves, we allowed the network quality to progress

significantly, but we should be ready for further improvements if needs be.

_This very unique network is an essential component of a high accuracy orbit determination and point positioning
* system. We trust it will continue to evolve in the future, thus adapting to changing needs, under the supervision

of the International DORIS Service. ( t b S >

14. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We would like to express our gratitude to all the agencies throughout the world who have been contributing to
the successful deployment, evolution, and operation of the DORIS network, either by helping IGN to bring new
station projects to a successful end, or by hosting and taking care of one or several stations. Such gratitude_ also
app\lies to the agencies that héve beén hosting former stations for many years, before the removal of these
s’tati;)ns from the network. We also wish to thank the developers of the Generic Mapping Tools software (Wessel
and Smith 1998), which was used to plot all maps in this paper, as well as for the éontinuous management of the

network’s evolutions.

35



References

Altamimi Z, Sillard P, Boucher C (2002) ITRF2000, a new relese of the international
terrestrial reference frame for earth science applications, J Geophys Res Sg(lﬁzﬁiﬁih—

~ 107(B10):2214, doi:10.1029/2001JB000561
BIH (1988) Annual report for 1987. Observatoire de Paris.

- Boucher C, Fagard H (1991) DORIS stations coordinates. Pr(;c International DORIS orbit
computation workshop, Toulouse, Oct. /ﬁ’f .

: W c S

W o &

Boucher C (1994), Proposal to include DORIS as a new technique in IERS. Rapport

— 1
Technique @Gﬁ n°12. MM«M
‘ 53 /‘M .

€

Boucher C @ (1996), Results and analysis of the ITRF 94. IERS technical note n° 20. /bv-W‘/

Boucher C@ (1999), The 1997 IntemationaI'Terréstrial Reference Frame (ITRF97), IERS

Technical Note 27, Observatoire de Paris.

" Fagard H, Orsoni A (1998) The DORIS network: review and prospects. Proceedings of the

DORIS days, Toulouse, April.

36



Fagard H, Orsoni A (2000) Current status and evolution prospects of the DORIS network.

Proceedings of the DORIS days, Toulouse, May.

Geodetic Survey Division (1993),(Guidelines and specifications for ACP and CBN site
selection and monumentation. W%:LW U‘% -

IDS (2004) Recommendations of the IDS plenary meeting, Paris, May. W Far

Le Bail (submitted) Estimating the noise in space-geodetic positioning. The case of DORIS. -

This issue.
Massmann v@ (1997) Impact of PRARE on ERS-2 POD. Adv Space Res 19(11):1645-1648

Moore A?}N » Neilan R.ZE.L(ZO()S) The International GPS Service tracking network: Enabling

4
diverse studies and projects through international cooperation, J Geod 40(4-5): 461-469, DOI

10.1016/j.jog.2005.10.009

Pavlis, E. C., S. P. Mertikas and the GAVDOS Team (2004) The GAVDOS Mean Sea Level
and Altime‘ter Calibration Facility: Results for Jason-1, 3rd Jason special issue, Mar. Geod.,

(27), 3-4:631-655, DOI:10.1080/01490410490902106

Pearlman MR, Degnan JJ, Bosworth JM (2002), The International Laser Ranging Service.

Adv Space Res 30(2):135-143  glev.

37



Schluter W, Himwich E, Nothnagel A, Vandenberg N, Whitney A (2002), IVS and its

important role in the maintenance of the global reference systems. Adv Space Res 30(2):145-

150 Aot

Tavernier G, Soudarin L, Larson K, Noll C, Riest, Willis P (2002) Current status of the
DORIS Pilot Experiment and the future International DORIS Service. Adv Space Res

30(2):151-156.  ¢be

Tavernier G, Granier JP, Jayles C, Sengenes P, Rozo F (2003) The current evolution of the

DORIS system. Adv Space Res 31(8):1947-1952,, det

Tavernier G, Fagard H, Feissel-Vernier M, Lemoine F, Noll C, Ries J, Soudarin L, Willis P
(2005) The International DORIS Service (IDS). Adv Space Res 36(3):333-341, DOL:

10.1016/j.2s1.2005.03.102

Tavernier t al)(submitted) The International DORIS Service: genesis and achievement, this
issue.

Yyl —— .
HUGENTOBLER U, SCHAER S, FRIDEZ P a@ (2001) Bernese GPS Software

- Version 4.2, Astronomical Institute University of Berne.

38




b

Wessel P, Smith W (1998) New, improved version of the Generic Mapping Tools released.

EOS Trans. AGU, 79, 579.
Willis P, Boucher C, Fagard H, Altamimi Z (2005), Geodetic applications of the DORIS

system at the French Institut Geographique National. C.R. Geoscience, 337(7):653-662, DOL:

10.1016/j.crte.2005.03.002

. 39




- oy RO TS, wmwo
ERNVIBAY .

proegl . C ¢ rameanese SPOT-4 ¢ \

TOPEX

60

50

40

30

20

o

92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000 '01
Station upgrade or moving |

1986 87 88 89 90 o ‘02

Number of stations (end of the year)

03 '04 '05 i

’

Figure 1: evolution of the DORIS network .

Figure 2: map of the DORIS network upon SPOT-2 launch (January 1990)
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Figure 8: Figure 9: Figure 10:

Antenna interface mounted High steel pole, propped by very Side mount of a 3 m tower against a
directly on a roof ; no tower long guy-wires ‘ ~ load-bearing pillar. No guy-wires. .. ;
(St Helena/HELA) (Dakar/DAKA) (Hartebeesthoek/HBKA)

_ Figure 11 Figure 12 |
Base of the Starec antenna on a triangular plate The DORIS 2.0 beacon (upper right) ‘
mounted on top of a guyed lattice tower and its power supply (on the ground)




Figure 13 ) Figure 14 ) Figure 15
Standard layout: 3 metre tower, guyed The first DORIS antenna mounted on a
2 metre tower, guyed (Rio Grande/RIOB) concrete pillar (a former antenna pedestal)

7 (Ascension/ASDB)

(Santiago/SAOB) W

good (3 stations) ¥ dubious (28 stations) € poor (17 stations)

O excellent (6 stations)
Figure 16

Map of the DORIS network at the end of 1999, showing the estimated stability of the antennas
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Figure 17
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Figure 18

Concrete pillar on rock.

Figure 23

(Rothera/ROTB)

Leclerc tower (Thule/THUB)




Figure 20

Pillar design when bedrock is

present near the ground surface

00 num diammcter
concrete pitlar

Clancrate

Figure 21
Pillar design for hard soil pillar
Dimensions may vary depending on-

soil hardness

1085m

17 cm diameter
steel casing

Figure 22
Pillar design for soft soil pillar
Dimensions may vary depending

on soil hardness
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Figure 24

One-metre high, 32 cm
sided tower on roof.

(Badary/BADB)

Figure 27
Third generation beacon, charger

and backup battery in a 19” rack

Figure 25

One-metre tower on the roof slab of a building

with a very involved structure. Figure 26
The tower is not “somewhere on the roof”, but Half metre high, 17 cm sided
exactly on top of a load-bearing concrete pillar. tower on top of a building:
(Saﬁta Cruz/SCRB) : (Kauai/KOLB)
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DORIS Control Centre

Beacons

emissions . —
* Daily synthesis of

the measurements

» Interventions requests

* Problems analysis
« Interventions requests

DORIS statlons (efo hest agencies) | o~ 7
: ! > /(7M .-

Figure 30: Measurements and maintenance flow

worst

Figure 31

Antenna stability evaluation before; the start of the network’s renovation (end of 1999)
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Figure 32

Antenna stability \evaluation near the end of the network’s renovation (end of 2005)

_—

2 GHz phase centre —*
(actual DORIS
! measurements)

Reference point

N 5 /] '\
Reference
height Ao
. &m?muf-
Alcatel type (A) A Starec type (B)

Figure 33: Definition of the antennas’ reference point
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Figure 34 : ' Figure 35

GPS choke-ring antenna force-centred on a Starec GPS antenna force-centred on an Alcatel antenna
antenna triangular supporting plate. (rusted) steel supporting plate.
The DORIS/GPS interface is the thin aluminium disk The interface is the square aluminium plate mounted

between the GPS antenna base and the plate. "~ on four white cylinders.

© GPS (IGS) © SLR @VLBI | o No active co-location < 10 km

Figure 36

Co-locations with other active IERS techniques in the current DORIS permanent network
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Examples of layout

Category Comments

Excellent éoncrete pillar >0>n rock, or with deep foundations. Thelhbjective to be achieved
Self-supporting tower on a concrete structure on the ground. for the whole network
Starec antenﬁa only.

Good Self-supporting tower on a concrete structﬁre >wi’thb not so deep .The secondary objective,
foundations. when local constraints
Rigid tower on a building. prevent from achieving the
Starec antenna only.  “excellent” status.

Dubious Guyed tower on the ground (up to three metreé) orona buildihg Applies to most “standard
(up to two metres), recently installed. layouts” installed during the

| Early days setups if rigid fastening to a low elevation building. Starec Era (chapter 6)
Poor Towers (> 3 m on the ground, >2 m on bﬁildingg, or poorly guyed, Most éﬁginal layouts from

or installed a long time ago).

the early stations (chapter 5)

Table 1: stability evaluation criteria used prior to the network renovation
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List of all co-locations between DORIS antennas and other IERS techniques

) VLBI . SLR GPS (IGS)
DORIS station Distance | Status | Distanc Status Distance Status

Arequipa 1 . - - m

Ascension .

Cachoeira

Canberra-Orroral

Chatham Island

Cibinong

 Dionysos

Easter Island

Fairbanks

Goldstone

Greenbelt

Guam ‘

Hartebeesthoek

Huahine

Jiufeng

Kauai

Kerguelen

Kitab

Krasnoyarsk

La Réunion

Libreyville

Mahe

Male

1 Metsahovi

Miami

Monument Peak

Mount Stromlo

Nouméa

| Ny-Alesund

Papeete

Ponta Delgada

Reykjavik . 2

Richmond L2km F 1.2 km F 1.2 km F

Rio Grande ' '

Sakhalinsk

Sal

Santa Cruz

Santiago

St John's

Syowa

Thule

Toulouse

Yaragadee _

Yellowknife , -

B

* Italicised lines : former DORIS stations

¢ Bold characters on green background: currently active techniques

¢ Orange background: formerly operating techniques

*  Status: C = current; M = former mobile VLBI; F = former fixed VLBI, SLR or GPS

Note : the VLBI antenna at Syowa, as well as the new VLBI at Metsihovi, are not listed here for lack of an
accurate survey tie. )




List of all antenna occupations in the permanent DORIS network

End date

Station name . Acronym | Start date Remarks
AMSTERDAM AMSA 1987-02-20 |1997-04-21
AMSB 1997-04-21 |2001-03-28
AMTB 2001-03-28
AREQUIPA AREA 1988-12-16 |2001-11-20
AREB 2001-11-21 '
-| ARLIT ARLA 1987-12-05 | 1992-12-09 )
ARMA 1992-12-11 |1999-07-31 | Official closure in June 2005 only
ASCENSION ASDB 1997-02-28 . » )
BADARY BADA | 1991-11-12 |2004-08-10
BADB 2004-08-11
BELGRANO BELB 12004-02-06 |2005-02-13 |
BEMB 2005-02-15 ’
| CACHOEIRA PAULISTA | CACB 1992-08-13 | 2004-04-25
CADB 2004-04-25 '
CANBERRA-ORRORAL ORRA 1992-09-15 | 1996-03-19 . . '
: ORRB 1997-01-12 | 1998-10-10 | Replaced with MOUNT STROMLO
CHATHAM ISLAND _ CHAB 1999-02-28 -
CIBINONG CIBB 1992-09-07 | 2000-12-11
‘ CICB 2000-12-12 ,
COLOMBO COLA 1991-06-06. | 2004-10-19 | Replaced with MALE
CROZET CROB  |2003-12-21 :
DAKAR DAKA 1987-02-28 | 2001-01-10 | Replaced with SAL
DIONYSOS | DIOA | 1989-02-15 . '
DJIBOUTI DJIA 1987-03-10 | 2000-07-04 .
_ DJIB 2000-07-04
EASTER ISLAND | EASA 1988-11-17 {2001-02-23
B EASB | 2001-02-26
EVEREST EVEB 1992-05-22
FAIRBANKS FAIA 1990-10-10 | 1999-10-05
FAIB 1999-10-08
FLORES FLOA 1988-12-19 |1993-06-21 | Replaced with SANTA MARIA
FUTUNA FUTB 2000-12-13 | : : .
GALAPAGOS GALA 1991-06-10 | 2005-08-06 | Replaced with SANTA CRUZ
GOLDSTONE GOLA 1988-01-21 | 1994-08-03 B .
GOMA 1994-08-03 | 1996-09-16 ] L
. GOMB 1996-09-25 |2004-09-11 | Replaced with MONUMENT PEAK
GREENBELT GREB 2000-06-29 ' i ' '
GUAM GUAB 1993-12-12 |2002-04-10 | Official closure in June 2005 only
HARTEBEESTHOEK HBKA 1988-03-10 | 1997-05-26
‘ HBLA 1997-05-30 | 2000-08-07
HBKB 2000-08-10 |2005-09-11 .
HBLB 2005-09-12 Same antenna location as HBKB
HUAHINE HUAA 1989-01-10 |1994-08-24 | Replaced with PAPEETE
JIUFENG JIUB 2003-12-10
KAUAI 1 KOKA 1990-09-26 | 2002-11-14
- ' KOLB 2002-11-17
KERGUELEN KERA . |1987-01-28 |1994-11-21
KERB 1994-11-21 | 2001-04-01
KESB 2001-04-04 | -
KITAB KITA 1991-11-20 | 1996-05-21
KITB 1996-05-22 |2001-05-24
KIUB 2001-05-25 o
KOUROU KRUA = | 1986-12-06 | 1992-11-10
KRUB [ 1992-06-25 ° '
KRAB 1995-10-29

KRASNOYARSK




LA REUNION - |REUA 1987-01-01 | 1998-12-9
) REUB 1998-12-16

LIBREVILLE LIBA 1988-01-10 | 1999-02-04

LIBB 1999-02-08 | 2005-11-28

LICB 2005-11-30

1| MAHE _|MAHB 2001-06-20

MALE E MALB 2005-01-15

MANILLE | MANA 1991-04-04 | 2003-02-24
MANB 2003-02-26 .

MARION ISLAND MARA 1987-05-15 | 1998-07-07

IMARB  [1999-05-31 |2004-08-15

MATB 2004-08-21

METSAHOVI META 1988-06-21 |2000-10-25

METB 2000-10-26
MIAMI ' MIAB 2005-02-10
MONUMENT PEAK . | MONB 2005-11-30
MOUNT STROMLO MSOB 1998-10-22 |2003-01-18

MSPB 2004-01-07

NOUMEA NOUA |1987-10-20 |2001-12-01

NOUB 2001-12-25 | 2002-10-21

NOWB | 2005-08-24

NY-ALESUND ’ SPIA 1987-09-13 |'1999-07-26
' SPIB 1999-07-29. | 2003-08-15
SPJB 2003-08-19 '
OTTAWA {OTTA 1988-11-15 [ 1991-04-24
: .- ’ OTTB 1998-01-28 |2000-09-01 | Replaced with GREENBELT
PAPEETE PAPB 1995-07-27 [1998-04-17 . -
v PAQB | 1998-04-19 '
PONTA DELGADA PDLB 1998-11-2 [ 2001-08-21
. PDMB 2001-08-22
PORT MORESBY MORA 1988-03-29 |2002-03-18
1 ; MORB 2002-03-18 .
PURPLE MOUNTAIN | PURA | 1988-05-12 | 2005-02-04 | Replaced with- JTUFENG
RAPA RAQB 1996-04-08 ,
REYKJAVIK REYA 1990-07-05 | 1998-08-24

REYB 1998-08-26 | 2004-09-01
REZB . 2004-09-02 '

RICHMOND RICA |1 987-09-01 [ 1992-10-26 .
RIDA 1993-01-04 | 2005-02-09 | Replaced with MIAMI

RIO GRANDE _ RIOA = .| 1987-12-02 . |1995-01-17

RIOB = [1995-01-20 |2001-01-08 |
RIPB 2001-01-10 '

ROTHERA , ROTA 1992-02-03 | 2005-02-25
, ROTB 2005-03-01 ’
SAKHALINSK SAKA . |1990-05-17 |2004-08-17
' i SAKB 2004-08-19
SAL - SALB  [2002-12-11
SANTA CRUZ SCRB 2005-04-03
SANTA MARIA SAMB 1093-11-28 | 1997-11-22 | Replaced with PONTA DELGADA

SANTIAGO _ | SANA 1988-11-23 | 1996-12-04

SAOB 1996-12-05 12001-03-20

SANB 2001-03-23

SIGNY ISLAND SIGA 1989-08-31 |1992-01-30 | Replaced with ROTHERA

SOCORRO ‘ SOCA 1 1989-06-09 | 1991-02-07
' SODA 1991-02-08 | 1998-05-18

SODB | 1998-05-20

1 ST HELENA ‘ HELA 1987-06-15 1997-04-08

HELB 1997-04-09 | 2003-03-20




HEMB 2003-03-21
ST JOHN'S STJB 1999-09-26
SYOWA SYOB 1993-02-10 | 1998-05-03
- ' SYPB  [1999-01-31
TERRE ADELIE ADEA 1987-02-05 | 2002-02-27
, ‘ ADEB 2002-03-01
THULE THUB = |2002-09-28
TOULOUSE | TLSA 1989-08-03 | 1997-08-10
‘ : TLHA 1997-08-12 | . ‘
TRISTAN DA CUNHA TRIA 1986-06-10 | 2002-01-22
TRIB 2002-01-23 ) .
WALLIS WALA 1989-01-02 | 2000-12-08 | Replaced with FUTUNA
YARAGADEE YARA  [1992-09-14 |1999-10-04 ' '
i YARB 1999-10-05 |2003-11-27
) YASB 2003-11-27
YELLOWKNIFE 1 YELA 1989-06-06 | 2001-10-16
YELB 2001-10-19 |-

Bold characters: current occupations (February 2006).




